Sample Email

Subject: Donate $ to victims of hate protests by the WBC on 3/2

Dear Friends,

Have you heard of the Westboro Baptist Church? They are the national hate group based in Topeka, KS known for such charming activities as picketing the funerals of AIDS victims and American soldiers, protesting any organization that supports gays or Jews in any way, and running the website www.godhatesfags.com.

It turns out the Westboro Baptist Church (WBC) has decided to grace Richmond, Virginia with their presence this coming Tuesday, March 2. They're going to be protesting at the Virginia Holocaust Museum, the Richmond Jewish Community Center, the Jerusalem Connection, and Hermitage High School (because the school has allowed the formation of a gay student union). Read more about it in the Richmond Times Dispatch.

There is a lot of debate going on among religious and pacifist groups about how to counter the hate this group wants to spread in Richmond. Some people are planning absurdist protests like the one in San Francisco. The JCC is asking that people ignore WBC all together. Others are trying to spread messages of love and kindness to counteract WBC's hate. Students in Henrico County and at VCU are planning peaceful vigils during WBC's protests.

But the best idea of all came from a synagogue in Manhattan. They asked supporters to pledge a dollar or more for every minute that six protesters stood near their synagogue hurling epithets and holding signs that read "God Hates Fags" and "Jews Stole the Land." They raised $10,000 in ten minutes. 

So in Richmond, we're doing the same thing. We're asking people to donate a penny, a nickel, a dime, a quarter or a dollar for every minute that the WBC is protesting in Richmond. They're protesting here for 120 minutes. There is a website set up to collect donations: http://tinyurl.com/Pennies-In-Protest. You can donate on that page by clicking the "chip in" button or get a list of organizations to which you can donate directly if that makes you more comfortable. We've collected $300 in the first hour this page was up, purely through word of mouth, Facebook, and Twitter. 

There is also a Facebook page: http://tinyurl.com/Pennies-in-Protest-FB-Page. 

Please consider donating whatever you are able to donate, no matter how small, and please pass this on to everyone you can think of. If all of us donated a small amount and got 5 friends to donate, we could do something incredible for these groups that are being targeted by the WBC. 

Yours in turning lemons into lemonade (or turning haterade into lemonade),

Sarah

-- 

